
Animal Sounds in Different Languages 
 
In Australia, we say dogs go woof and cats miaow. But how do people who speak 
different languages describe animal sounds? The table below shows the words 
other languages use to describe animal sounds. 
 

 
Animal 
Sound 

 

 
English 

 
German 

 
Italian 

 
Japanese 

 
Spanish 

 
Cat 
 
 

 
miaow 

 
miau 

 
miau 

 
nyan 

 
miao 

 
Hen 

 
 

 
cluck cluck 

 
tock tock 

 
coccodé 

 
ko-ko-ko-

ko 

 
caca-racá 

 
Cow 

 
 

 
moo 

 
mmuuhh 

 
muu 

 
mau mau 

 
muu 

 
Crocodile 

 
 

 
snap 

 
Klap 

 
gnam 

 
- 

 
clack 

 
Dog 

 
 

 
woof 

 
Wau 

 
bau 

 
wan 

 
guav 

 
Lion 

 
 

 
roar 

 
Grr 

 
grr 

 
gaooooo 

 
grr 

 
Cut up the table and see if you can put it back together! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


